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Assistant Director Kothari,

We understand that 23rd and 29th Avenues in Oakland, at the foot of the Park Street Bridge will be repaved at the end of September. This is a project that is absolutely necessary to create a safe traveling environment between our two cities, and we are happy that it is moving forward.

As Caltrans’ Deputy Directive 64 stipulates, cycling safety and improvement should also be addressed as a part of this project. The area is a catastrophe waiting to happen, with poor marked auto and bicycling routes causing a lot of confusion and unnecessary interaction between these two road users.

We understand that time is short, but we also realize that if improvements are made to accommodate bicyclists now as a part of the other planned improvements, the city of Oakland will spend 5 to 10 times less on their implementation than if they are done as a separate project at a later date.

This approach is a critical link for Oakland and Alameda bicyclists.  Alamedans use it to go to Jack London Square and downtown, while Oakland residents use the bridge to come to work, the beach, shopping and other sites. South Shore Center (at the opposite end of Park Street) draws two-thirds of it’s shoppers from Oakland’s neighborhoods across the bridge.

Street Improvements, as outlined on our map are as follows (we are assuming that road conditions like potholes and rough roads will be taken care of as a part of the repaving):

Traveling from Alameda (towards 29th, 23rd and Embarcadero)

1. Bike lanes along 29th Ave all the way to the cycling underpass at 7th Street. This should include highly visible markings directing cyclists to the underpass and alerting them that this is the safest way to the Embarcadero.

2. Lane markings and road bumps along 29th Ave. making it clear that lane changing is prohibited as vehicles approach the 29th Ave. Overpass.

3. Wider curb cuts at the 7th Street underpass to better allow cyclists to turn from the bike lane into the underpass while negotiating high speed traffic

4. Traffic Calming along 29th Ave to the freeway entrance. It is not possible to use the on-ramp at high speed, yet traffic is traveling 35-45 mph in the section directly before it, endangering cyclists who are trying to travel the proper bike route.

5. Actuated intersection at Kennedy and 23rd needs a bike actuator.

Traveling To Alameda (from Embarcadero and 23rd/29th)

1. Massive and dangerous separation of road materials (concrete shoulder and bitumen road surface) in the bike lane. Gaps of 2-3 inches and mounding of materials 2-3 inches high.

2. Signage at the Corner of 7th and Kennedy directing cyclists to Alameda. Current signage only directs to Fruitvale.

3. Extension of the bike lane over the last 50 feet of the approach to the Park Street Bridge.

4. Stop sign or light for vehicles traveling from Kennedy to the Park Street Bridge. Cyclists coming from 29th Ave are forced to deal with vehicles that do not yield (despite signage) and must negotiate crossing 2 lanes to get to the bridge path.

We urge you to include these changes to improve conditions for bicyclists.  They are one more link in an effort to improve air quality, and traffic safety conditions in our beautiful bay area.  

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Lucy Gigli

